((((
      The ECHOS
The Assembly Mission Prayer Bulletin

From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ,,,  I Thes. 1:8
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The ECHOS rides on 
on Horses and Chariots of Fire
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To follow up on The ECHOS’ Venture of Faith in the last issue, Psa. 20:7 comes into mind in this Chinese New Year of the Horse.  “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.” To trust in chariots is to trust the Material aspects for support in life; to trust in horses, is to trust our own Natural strength in living and there is no safety in it -An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength, Psa. 33:17. To remember the Name of God is to have that Spiritual trust and faith in Him to supply all our resources for life and for living as we ride on and out in this venture of faith. 

Elisha’s servant saw their camp surrounded by the Syrian hosts of horses and chariots. He was frightened. 

And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.  II Kgs. 6:15-17
Last year was frightening! 

Missionaries were captured as hostages by terrorists to serve their own political ends. Two of them we featured are still under captivity with the Abu Sayaff gang. Eight people were put under threat for allegedly spreading the Christian faith in Afghanistan and only freed through an unexpected intervention that led to the toppling of an extreme religious government.

Many other missionaries were forced to leave the country they had adopted to be their own after years of ministering to the spiritual needs of the local people there. Hundreds, nay, thousands of local Christians themselves in many lands lost their lives in persecutions by similar religious extremists. Isn’t religion introduced to encourage their followers to love their god/s and their fellowmen? In the pursuit of extremism that promises paradise to its adherents, these extremists are prepared to kill and be killed in order to achieve their objectives. Never mind even if thousands of innocent lives (including women and children) were lost in the process.

September 11, 2001 would be etched long and deep into the memory cells of relatives and friends of the over three thousand loved ones who happened to be at the wrong place at the wrong time. Or should it be at the right place at the right time for they were pursuing their legitimate duties of life. But will the terrorists consider this, and the many thousands more who have to suffer emotional trauma, mental anguish, physical incapacitated limitations and spiritual upheavals in their lives as they seek to make the best of living without their loved ones now.

It was frightening!

Today we need our eyes of faith to focus on two important scenarios:

1)
Soon the four apocryphal horses (Rev. 6:1-8) will be marching out bringing in their wake firstly false Prospects of Peace (White horse), then of Power to take away that Peace bringing with it wars and bloodshed (Red Horse) resulting in death from Poverty and Plagues (Black horse) and finally Pestilence and Perdition (Pale horse). The sounds of the snorting of these horses (Jer. 8:6) can already be heard in our generation.

2)
The second scene sees a white horse riding out of heaven and on it the Rider, Faithful and True. (Rev. 19:11) Accompanying this Rider, are the armies of heaven, clothed in white linen following upon white horses (19:14) to do battle with Satan’s beastly forces.

These two scenes remind us that the time is now short, and it is high time that we awake to the challenges.

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? 

behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. Jn. 4:35

Let us not trust in or Rely on the world’s chariots and horses but Remembering and Rallying to the Name of the Lord our God, let us go forth in this Year of the Horse to be involved in and with missions. 

For those who are out in the front line facing danger: Remember they that be with us are more than they that be with them.

For those who stay behind, Remember these faithful servants of God and uphold them in prayer and with practical means.

 The ECHOS wishes all Prayer-partners A Fruitful Chinese New Year of Harvest for the Lord.
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